
January 31, 2020. 

Dear EABH Parents, 

Recent reports of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) have sparked concerns for our school community. Yesterday,                
the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the Coronavirus a Public Health Emergency of International Concern. The                
WHO Emergency Committee Report explains the rationale for declaring novel coronavirus a public health emergency of                
international concern. 

To date, there have been no confirmed cases of people with the 2019-nCoV infection in Brazil.  

To put some facts into perspective, the common flu virus kills roughly 35,000 Americans every year. This season, it has                    
sickened an estimated 15 million. However, we don’t seem to panic about the common flu because we expect it. When                    
viruses are named after foreign places or developing countries, such as Zika, Ebola, or Wuhan, it triggers terror. Find out                    
more from a NY Times Opinion article for further reflection.  

The school remains attentive and vigilant. We are concerned with the virus and the well-being of our community                  
members. We recommend that you get your yearly flu vaccination, frequently wash your hands, cover your mouth and                  
nose when coughing or sneezing, and stay home if you are feeling unwell. Do not send your children to school if they are                       
not feeling well. If we notice students demonstrating flu symptoms, we will contact their parents.  

We also recommend that any school members, Brazilian or international, returning from international travel and               
experiencing a cough or fever should first contact their family doctor and seek medical attention, and not send their                   
children to school. These families should not be concerned about missing classes. EABH will work with each family on a                    
case by case basis to support students who miss classes due to illness. 

We will continue to monitor the reports from major public health agencies and keep our community informed of any                   
changes. The references cited from the CDC, the WHO, and the Ministry of Health of Brazil provide more information                   
about the Coronavirus. Links shared below. 

As Wuhan and all of China are on lockdown and taking impressive measures to contain the situation, we send them our                      
positive thoughts and wishes for a speedy recovery from these challenging times.  

https://www.who.int/westernpacific/health-topics/coronavirus  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/index.html  

http://www.saude.gov.br/noticias/agencia-saude/46230-ministerio-da-saude-atualiza-situacao-para-os-estados  

For additional information about the WHO Emergency Committee Report and the rationale for declaring novel coronavirus                
a public health emergency of international concern: 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30-01-2020-statement-on-the-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulation
s-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)  

Sincerely,  

EABH Administration 
 
 
Affiliations:   
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Secretaria de Estado da Educação-MG          IB World School, PYP  
Association of American Schools in South America          IB World School, MYP 
Association of American Schools in Brazil 
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